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severally have agreed unto it ... no, nor then neither. But
the last day of that parliament or session the prince cometh in
person in his parliament robes, and sitteth in his state . , . Then
one reads the titles of every Act winch hath passed at that
session . . .: it is marked there what the prince doth allow, and
to such he saith, Le Roy or La Royne le veult... To those which
the prince liketh not, Le Roy or La Eoyne s'advisera, and those
be accounted utterly dashed and of none effect . . .

Of the monarch. King or Queen of England.

The Prince . . . hath absolutely in his power the authority of
war, and peace ... His privy council be chosen also at the
prince's pleasure ... In war time and in the field the prince hath
also absolute power . . .: he may put to death or to other bodily
punishment whom he shall think so to deserve, without process
of law or form of judgment. This hath been sometime used
within the realm before any open war, in sudden insurrections
and rebellions, but that not allowed of wise and grave men . . .
This absolute power is called martial law . . . The prince useth
also absolute power in crying and decreeing the money of the
realm by his proclamation only . . . The prince useth also to
dispense with laws made, whereas equity requireth a moderation
to be had, and with pains for transgression of laws . . . The
prince giveth all the chief and highest offices or magistracies of
the realm . . . All writs, executions and commandments be done
in the prince's name... The prince hath the wardship and first
marriage of all those that hold land of him in chief... To be
short, the prince is the life, the head and the authority of all
things that be done in the realm of England.

The Commonwealth of England, ed. 1589, Bk. II. chaps. 2-4.

(3) Justices of the Peace.

. . . The Justices of the Peace be those in whom at this time
for the repressing of robbers, thieves and vagabonds, of privy
complots and conspiracies, of riots and violences and all other
misdemeanours in the commonwealth, the prince putteth his
special trust; . . . and generally, as I have said, for the good
government of the shire, the prince putteth his confidence iu
them.           The Commonwealth of England, ed. 1589, Bk. IL chap. 21.
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